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AFFIDAVIT OF MARY ROSE INOMATA 

I, Mary Rose lnomata, retired of Mount Albert, swear: 

1. I am the current president of the Mount Albert Historical Society Inc. I am 

authorised to make this affidavit on its behalf. 

2. A good description of the Society appears on our website and reads (in 

part) : 

"Mount Albert Historical Society is a place for current and former 

residents of Mt Albert, and people with an interest in Mt Albert's 

history, to access and share information, and to support Mt 

Albert into a thriving future. 

We hold a range of events each year, including historic walks, 

guest speakers, visits to historic houses, and various social 

events. We also ensure that Mt Albert history is represented in 

consultation and planning processes. 

Since July 2006, we have published a regular Newsletter. This 

contains articles, memories and information about events. This is 

supplemented by information posted on the website, which was 

redeveloped in 2020. In 2016 we published Debbie Dunsford's 

beautifully researched and illustrated book, Mt Albert Then and 

Now. Copies of this book can be purchased from the Society. 

We support researchers who are exploring people, places and 

themes that are related to Mt Albert, and encourage the sharing 

of information. We publish articles in the Newsletter and on the 

website, and welcome comments on web articles. We would love 

to know about relevant information that is published elsewhere, 

so we can provide links and citations to material beyond our site . 

We have a growing collection of physical and digital resources 

which complement those held elsewhere." 
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3. The Society has 127 current members. Our mission statement is "to 

protect, preserve and educate on all matters historical in and relating to 

Mt Albert". I was chair/ president of the Society from 2007 to 2011 and 

became president again in 2017. 

4. I moved to Mt Albert in 1953, when I was 10. I have lived in Mt Albert on 

and off since then, and permanently since 1990. 

5. I understand the position of the T0puna Maunga o Tamaki Makaurau 

Authority (the Authority) and Auckland Council to be that adequate 

consultation has taken place on the decision to fell 345 non-native trees 

on the recreation reserve on Mt Albert. I also understand that, at the 

resource consent stage, the only heritage issues considered related to pre

settlement archaeological features and did not extend to the heritage 

value of any of the trees to be felled. 

6. In this affidavit, I address: 

(a) The absence of consultation by either the Authority or the 

Council on the decision to cut down the non-native trees on the 

reserve at Mt Albert; and 

(b) The position of the Society on the felling of trees with historical 

significance. 

Consultation 

7. At no time has the Authority or the Council approached the Society and 

asked for comment on whether there is any historical significance to any 

of the non-native trees on the mountain. I do not know when the decision 

to destroy all of these trees was made, but at no stage - whether before 

that decision, or at the time a resource consent was applied for - has any 

approach been made or notice given . 

8. The Society has been consulted on other resource consent applications 

that might raise heritage issues in Mt Albert. It is surprising and 

disappointing that no opportunity to comment was given here . 
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9. Had the Society been approached, we of course would have provided all of 

the information we had on the heritage value of the trees intended to be 

felled . By way of example, we could have provided information on: 

(a) The olive grove planted with seeds sent home by Jack Turner 

from Palestine during World War II. Jack's family planted the 

grove in honour and memory of him, not then knowing whether 

he lived (he was a prisoner of war); 

(b) The so-called "penny trees", being the grove of gum (eucalyptus) 

trees planted by Mt Albert Borough Council, using seeds 

purchased for a penny a piece. 

(c) The large macrocarpa on the far side of the reserve . It was 

planted by one of Mt Albert's earliest settlers, William Sadgrove 

(he appeared on the first electoral roll of 1853 with a Mt Albert 

address) and is probably the oldest tree on the mountain. 

Sadgrove Terrace, the road next to the mountain, was named 

after him. 

(d) The cherry trees planted by Ethel Penman in memory of her 

brother Edgar, who died in the Great War at Gallipoli aged 18. 

(e) The woodland grove of mixed native and non-native trees next 

to the archery field, planted by pupils from Mt Albert Primary 

School in the 1950s. 

10. Had the Society or our local community generally been consulted at any 

stage, there would have been an opportunity for people with knowledge 

of the special history of these trees to come forward and share it with the 

respondents . That information could then have been taken into account. 

Felling trees of historic significance 

11. The Society's position is that no tree, native or non-native, on Mt Albert 

should be destroyed if it has historical significance. Some of the non

native trees on the mountain may well have little heritage value; others, 

however, are likely to have considerable heritage value. That should, in 
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our view, at least be taken into account before a decision is made to cut 

them down. 

12. We have a very poor track record in New Zealand of preserving our 

history, both Maori and non-Maori, pre- and post- colonisation . The 

reason has often been that no one thinks to consider whether there is 

history worth preserving. 

13. The very old native and non-native trees on the mounta in that were 

planted in the nineteenth century following colonisation (when the 

mountain was largely bare of trees, as a pa site) are especially likely to 

have a special history worth respecting. 

Tr' 
SWORN at AUCKLAND this / J day 
of February 2020 before me: 
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