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REPLY AFFIDAVIT OF AVERIL ROSEMARY NORMAN 

I, Averil Rosemary Norman, retired, of Auckland, swear: 

1. I write largely in response to the affidavit of Nicholas Turoa, dated 

31 January 2020. 

2. In his affidavit (at [102) to [110]), Mr Turoa describes the removal of 

150 exotic trees on Mangere Mountain, and the replanting of 900 

natives that has already occurred. He does not specifically say when 

the removal happened, but I understand that it was sometime around 

March 2019. I am aware that, at the time, there was some public 

outcry about the felling on Mange re mountain, including because of the 

lack of consultation by the TMA. I have annexed a copy of the "Stuff' 

news article reporting this, marked "A". 

3. I have a long, personal connection with Mangere mountain. Around 

1900, my grandparents built their family home on its slopes, on 

Mountain Road. My father lived there until he was 30, and as a child, I 

visited aunts and uncles on their nearby dairy farm. My maiden name is 

Hastie, and there is a street named after my grandparents, Hastie 

Avenue, on the mountain's south-eastern slope. Growing up, I spent a 

lot of time walking on and around the mountain. 

4. On January 27 2020, I went to have a look at the results of the 

TMA/Auckland Council felling. It had been many years since I had been 

on Mangere Mountain. I arrived at the mountain around 10 am, on a 

sunny and windless summer day. 

5. I took some photos during my visit. A photo is worth a thousand words, 

so I have annexed several for the Court's reference, to illustrate the 

destructive effects of the tree removal on that mountain. They are 

annexed to this affidavit and marked as exhibit "B". 

6. The images speak for themselves. Ugly tree stumps protruded out of 

the ground where there once grew mature, shade-giving trees. These 

parts of the mountain where trees were felled are now barren and 

shade-less. 

7. To date, the attempted re-planting does not seem to have been 

effective at all. Many of the new plants are just left to dry out and rot 

away in plastic pots. The exposure to the sun appears to have killed a 

lot of the seedlings, and many others seem to be struggling. 
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8. The scene was just heart-breaking to me. I would be devastated to see 

anything like to this level of destruction on Mt Albert. 

This affidavit is SWORN at AUCKLAND this 13 th day of February 2020 before me: 

~ . 
Barrister of the High Court of New Zealand 

Rayhan Langdana 
Barrister 
Auckland • ti 
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